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BURGH  OF  JOHNSTONE 


Health  Report  for  Year  1927 


To  the  Provost,  Magistrates  and 
Councillors  of  the  Burgh  of  Johnstone. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the 
year  1927. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  ii)  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  W.  SYMINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Johnstone,  March,  1928, 
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BURGH  OF  JOHNSTONE. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1927. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  area  of  the  burgh  is  411  acres,  and  the  density  of 
the  population,  based  on  the  Registrar- General’s  estimate, 
is  30.03  to  the  acre. 


Births. — During  the  year  285  births  were  registered.  153 
being  males  and  132  females,  giving  a birth-rate  of  23.1  per 
1000  of  the  population.  This  number  is  a decrease  of  33 
from  the  number  registered  in  the  previous  year,  and  is  the 
lowest  yet  recorded  in  the  burgh.  The  following  table  gives 
the  figures  since  1914: — 


Births  registered  in  1914  ...  ...  357 

,,  ,,  1915  338 

,,  ,,  1916  324 

,,  ,,  1917  296 

,,  ,,  1918  298 

,,  ,,  1919  331 

,,  ,,  1920  378 

,,  ,,  1921  328 

,,  ,,  1922  340 

,,  ,,  1923  381 

,,  ,,  1924  314 

,,  ,,  1925  316 

,,  „ 1926  318 

„ „ 1927  285 


The  birth-rate  for  Scotland  for  1927  is  19-8,  so  that  the 


rate  in  Johnstone,  although  low,  is  still  above  the  average 
for  the  whole  country. 


The  illegitimate  births  registered  number  7,  which  gives 
a rate  of  2-5  per  100  of  the  total  birt  hs,  while  the  illegitimate 
rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  is  7-2  per  cent,  of  the  regis- 
tered births. 
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Deaths.— The  deaths  registered  (including  those  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital)  as  occurring  within  the  burgh  number  128, 
and  two  of  this  number  were  transferred  out.  Thirty-three 
died  outwith  the  burgh  and  were  transferred  in,  making  a 
nett  total  of  159  deaths.  This  is  a decrease  of  26  from  the 
previous  year,  and  gives  a death-rate  of  12-9  per  1000  of  the 
population  ; the  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland,  for  the 
same  period,  is  13-5  per  1000  of  the  total  population-. 

1 he  following  table  gives  the  numbers  for  the  Bur"h 
since  1914: — 0 


Deaths  registered  in  1914 


> > 

> j 

> i 
J J 
1 i 
) f 
f 1 
1 » 

1 1 
i i 
i i 
» i 


1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 


203 

239 

207 

160 

195 

190 

182 

175 

199 

177 

186 

177 

185 

159 


The  thirty-three  deaths  which  fall  to  be  transferred  in 
occurred  in  the  following  places: 


Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow 
Cancer  Hospital,  Glasgow 
Sick  Children  s Hospital,  Glasgow 
Bellahouston  Hospital,  Glasgow 
Craw  Road  Hospital,  Paisley 
Riccartsbar  Asylum,  Paisley 
Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary,  Paisley 
Peesweep  Fresh  Air  Home,  Paisley 
Combination  Hospital,  Johnstone 
Other  places 


1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

2 

3 
] 

4 
4 


od 


Infant  Mortality.— Twenty-two  deaths  were  of  children 
T771  ri n°  -Vwar  °f  a.ge;  tllis  ">ves  fin  infant  mortality  rate 
? off  ° reglfered  hirths-  For  comparison  the  rates 


since  1914  are  given  below: 
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1914  ... 

...  141 

1921  ... 

...  85.36 

1915  ... 

...  130 

1922  ... 

...  85.29 

1916  ... 

...  114 

1923  ... 

...  76.11 

1917  ... 

...  91 

1924  ... 

...  85.98 

1918  ... 

...  104 

1925  ... 

...  129.74 

1919  ... 

...  103 

1926  ... 

...  106.9 

1920  ... 

...  76.7 

1927  ... 

...  77.19 

The  principal  causes  of  the  infantile  mortality 


are  shown 


in  the  following  summary  : — 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous)  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  ...  ...  ...  II 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
(including  first  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  under 
five  years  of  age)  number  129,  and  were  as  follow:— 


Number 

Disease.  of  Cases. 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  19 

Chickenpox  ...  ...  ...  45 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  ...  11 

Scarlet  Eever  ...  21 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  8 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  12 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  5 

Puerperal  Eever  ...  ...  3 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  3 

Enteric  ...  ...  ...  1 


Removed 
to  Hospital. 


4 

17 

3 

6 


3 

2 

1 


129  36 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  17  11 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  10  3 


156  50 


The  subjoined  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
disease  according  to  domicile : — 
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No  of  Apartments 


Disease 

1 

o 

o 

O 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Measles  - - 

9 

6 

1 

... 

• • . 

Chicken  pox  - 

10 

27 

7 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

Influenzal 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

10 

5 

o 

1 

1 

. . • 

Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 

2 

5 

1 

Erysipelas  - 

3 

4 

4 

. . . 

. . 

1 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

1 

IV  hooping 
Cough  - - 

4 

i 

Puerperal 
Fever  - - 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  - 

. . . 

i 

1 

. . . 

1 

... 

. . . 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

i 

... 

... 

... 

Totals  - 

24 

G6 

29 

5 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Nil. 

1 

Tot’ts 


19 

45 

It 

21 


1 


129 


The  following  summary  gives  the  deaths,  during  the 
year,  from  infectious  diseases: — 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  12 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  12 
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Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  at  the  Com- 
bination Hospital : — - 


Specimen. 

Positive.  Negative. 

Total. 

Sputa 

- — 7 

7 

Swabs 

2 2 

4 

Total 

2 9 

11 

Vaccination 

(Scotland)  Act,  1907.  — The 

.Returns 

Statutory  Declaration  of  Conscientious  Objection  number 
111 ; and  the  figures  for  the  last  ten  years  are  given  below: 


00  CM  r-t  lO  CO  CO  t-H 
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Conscientious  objections  to 


Vaccination  in 

1018  ... 

119 

y j 

1910  ... 

128 

• y 

1920  ... 

107 

y » 

1921  ... 

112 

i y 

1922  ... 

112 

1923  ... 

134 

y y 

1924  ... 

100 

y y 

1925  ... 

133 

1926  ... 

110 

* y 

1927  ... 

111 

9 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


The  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  in  virtue  of  their  powers 
under  Section  15  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 
hereby  call  upon  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sani- 
tary inspector  of  a Burgh  to  prepare  a Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1927.  The  Report  shall  contain:  — 

(a)  A general  account  of  influences  and  conditions  injurious 
or  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  Burgh,  and  of  the 
measures  that  in  his  opinion  should  be  adopted  to  im- 
prove those  conditions. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  poverty  consequent  upon  the  prolonged 
lack  of  employment  continues  to  be  the  most  detrimental  factor 
to  the  health  of  the  community;  and  the  full  benefit  of  improved 
housing  will  not  be  felt  until  the  industrial  situation  becomes 
normal. 

( b ) A statement  of  the  general  enquiries  he  has  made 
during  the  year,  of  any  special  enquiries  as  to  sanitary 
matters,  and  of  any  matters  as  to  which  he  has  given 
advice  or  granted  certificates,  including  any  action  as 
to  offensive  trades. 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  slaughter-house  and  bakehouses  in  the 
Burgh,  when  everything  was  found  satisfactory.  No  certificates 
dealing  with  sanitary  matters  were  necessary,  and  there  are  no 
offensive  trades  in  this  area. 

(c)  A statement  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  supply  and 
its  sufficiency  for  all  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes. 

The  Burgh  gets  its  water  supply  from  the  Paisley  Water  Commis- 
sioners, and  it  is  of  good  quality  and  sufficient  abundance  for  all 
purposes. 

( d ) A statement  as  to  the  efficiency,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
drainage  system  of  the  Burgh,  and  of  the  methods  of 
sewage  purification  and  disposal ; and  any  suggestions 
for  their  improvement. 

The  drainage  of  the  Burgh  was  reported  on  at  length  a few  years  ago. 
The  sewage  disposal  is  of  the  Septic  Tank  System.  One  Sewer 
falls  into  River  Cart. 

(e)  An  account  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  pollution  of 
rivers  or  streams  within  the  Burgh,  the  sources  and 
nature  of  any  such  pollution,  and  any  action  taken  to 
check  it. 

No  action  was  taken  on  account  of  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams  in 
this  district. 
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(/)  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1925,  dealing  specifically  with  (i.)  the 
sufficiency  of  working-class  dwellings,  (ii.)  the  habit- 
ability of  existing  dwellings  and  the  action  taken  to  deal 
with  defective  or  uninhabitable  dwellings,  (iii.)  any 
schemes  under  consideration  or  contemplated  for  the 
improvement  of  insanitary  areas  under  Part  II.  of  that 
Act,  and  (iv.)  the  action  taken  where  instances  of  over- 
crowding have  been  ascertained  or  suspected.  In  regard 
to  (i.)  information  should  be  given  as  to  the  number 
of  houses  estimated  at  31st  December,  1927,  as  then 
required  adequately  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district 
of  the  Local  Authority  (including  houses  required  to 
replace  houses  at  present  occupied  that  should  be  closed 
and  demolished) . 

During  the  year  under  review  24  houses  were  occupied,  making,  in  the 
last  two  years,  a total  of  40  new  houses.  Although  the  occupancy 
of  these  new  houses  has  abolished  the  squalid  conditions  under 
which  the  people  were  living,  it  has  done  little  to  relieve  the 
general  congestion,  as  the  tenants  of  these  houses  were  all  taken 
from  condemned  properties  which  have  been  closed,  and,  in  some 
cases,  demolished.  There  are,  at  present  in  course  of  construction, 
108  three-apartment  and  60  two-apartment  houses  which  will  be 
completed  and  occupied  in  the  present  year,  and  this  will  greatly 
remedy  the  housing  difficulties  of  the  Burgh. 

( g ) An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. 

No  proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act, 
1926. 

(h)  A statement  showing  whether  any  conditions  have 
arisen,  or  are  expected  to  arise,  pointing  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  a town-planning  scheme  for  the  proper  con- 
trol of  further  development. 

No  action  has  been  taken  regarding  a town-planning  scheme. 

(i)  A statement  as  to  the  causes,  origin,  and  distribution  of 
diseases  within  the  Burgh,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
same  have  depended  on  or  have  been  influenced  by  con- 
ditions capable  of  removal  or  mitigation. 

A slight  epidemic  of  chickenpox  occurred  during  the  year  and  was 
undoubtedly  brought  to  the  Burgh  from  the  larger  towns  in  the 
vicinity. 

(/)  An  account,  with  tabular  statements,  showing  the  inci- 
dence of  infectious  disease  both  notifiable  and  non- 
notifiable,  with  special  reference  to  pneumonia  and 
encephalitis  lethargica,  and  of  the  action  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  outbreak  and  spread  of  such  diseases,  with 
special  reference  to  arrangements  for  the  supply  of 
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diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  to  any  use  made  of  the  Schick 
and  Dick  tests  of  susceptibility  to  diphtheria  and  scarlet 
fever  respectively  and  of  the  recently  developed  methods 
of  artificial  immunisation  against  these  diseases.  Where 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  information  showing 
the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in 
houses  of  different  sizes  he  should  record  it  in  tabular 
form  under  this  heading. 

Table  referred  to  as  on  page  7. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  to  Medical  Men  in  necessitous 
cases  but,  as  a rule,  such  cases  are  sent  to  Isolation  Hospital. 

(k)  An  account  of  any  changes  that  have  taken  place  during 
the  year  in  (i.)  the  hospital  accommodation  available 
for  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  in  general 
and  from  smallpox  in  particular,  (ii.)  the  means  pro- 
vided for  the  conveyance  of  such  persons,  (iii. ) the 
houses  of  reception,  and  (iv.)  the  arrangements  for  the 
destruction  or  disinfection  of  infected  articles ; and 
observations  on  the  adequacy  of  the  present  provision 
for  each  service  and  on  the  use  made  of  such  provision. 

The  method  employed  in  the  Burgh  for  dealing  with  the  principal 
infectious  diseases  is  the  usual  one  of  notification,  removal  to 
hospital  and  the  disinfection  of  house  and  bedding.  Cases  are 
sent  to  the  Johnstone  Combination  Hospital  and  a motor  ambu- 
lance from  the  hospital  conveys  the  patient  there.  Disinfection 
of  premises  is  carried  out  by  an  assistant  from  the  Sanitary 
Department.  Articles  for  destruction  are  removed  by  the 
Sanitary  Department  and  burned.  There  is  a Spiers  building, 
in  connection  with  the  Johnstone  Combination  Hospital,  in  readi- 
ness for  the  reception  of  small-pox.  Other  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  such  as  acute  primary  pneumonia,  measles  with  pneumonia 
and  whooping-cough  are  also  sent  to  hospital.  There  is  no 
Reception  House. 

(Z)  A statement  showing  (i.)  the  number  of  closures  of 
schools  or  parts  of  schools  recommended  and  the 
number  carried  into  effect;  (ii.)  the  several  periods  for 
which  the  schools  were  closed;  (iii.)  the  nature  of  the 
infectious  disease  that  was  the  cause  of  closure ; and 
(iv.)  the  reasons  that  led  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  recommend  closure. 

Schools  have  not  been  closed  during  any  outbreak  of  infectious  disease, 
as  it  was  felt  that  the  children  were  not  more  in  contact,  in 
school,  than  they  would  be  in  the  back  yards  and  closes  of  their 
tenement  homes. 

(m)  A statement  of  the  facilities  available  for  the  treatment 
of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  and  any 
suggestions  for  their  improvement. 

Any  medical  practitioner  practising  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Authority 
may  now  obtain,  at  the  cost  of  the  Local  Authority,  a scientific 
report  on  any  material  which  he  may  submit  to  Dr.  R.  M. 
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Buchanan,  Pathological  Laboratories,  Sanitary  Chambers,  Glas- 
gow, from  a patient  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 
disease.  This  material  may  be  from  a discharge  from  a lesion, 
or  a specimen  of  blood  or  cerebospinal  fluid. 

The  treatment  centres  in  Glasgow,  with  time  table,  are  given  below: — 

Maxes. 

Royal  Infirmary — Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  at  1-30  p.rri. 
Western  Infirmary — Tuesday  at  5-30  p.m.  and  Wednesday  at 
11  a.m. 

Victoria  Infirmary — Saturday  at  9-30  a.m. 

Bellahouston  Dispensary,  87  Paisley  Road— Friday  at  6 p.m. 
Corporation  Dispensary,  67  Black  Street — Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  at  6 p.m.,  and  Friday  at  2 p.m. 

Females. 

Central  Dispensary,  63  Black  Street — Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday at  9 a.m.  and  12-30  p.m.,  and  Thursday  and  Friday 
at  12-30  and  6 p.m. 

Western  Infirmary — Thursday  at  5-30  p.m.  and  Friday  at  11  a.m. 
Victoria  Infirmary — Tuesday  at  9-30  a.m. 

Bellahouston  Dispensary,  40  Morrison  Street — Wednesday  at 
6 p.m. 

Baird  Street  Reception  House — Wednesday  and  Friday  at  10  a.m. 

Children. 

Central  Dispensary,  15  North  Portland  Street — Monday  and  Wed- 
nesday at  10  a.m.,  Friday  at  5 p.m.  and  Saturday  at  9 a.m. 
Sick  Children’s  Hospital  Dispensary— Monday  and  Thursday  at 
2 p.m. 

Baird  Street  Reception  House — Wednesday  and  Friday  at  10  a.m. 

Eye  Cases  Only  (Both  Sexes). 

Eye  Infirmary  Dispensary,  Charlotte  Street — Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  at  5-30  p.m. 

In  Paisley — Craw  Road  Hospital  is  now  available  for  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases. 

(?i)  An  account  of  the  work  done  under  the  tuberculosis 
scheme  with  a note  of  any  new  measures  adopted  and 
additional  facilities  provided  or  made  available  during 
the  year.  A special  account  should  be  given  of  the 
institutional  and  other  facilities  that  are  available  for 
the  treatment  of  non-pulmonarv  forms  of  tuberculosis 
with  observations  on  the  adequacy  of  the  existing 
facilities.  Where  use  has  been  made  of  ultra-violet 
therapy,  some  account  should  he  given  of  the  results 
obtained  and  of  any  opinions  formed  as  to  the  efficacy 
of  this  form  of  treatment.  (Where  the  tuberculosis 
scheme  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  the 
information  under  this  heading  will  be  given  bv  the 
County  Medical  Officer.) 

Tuberculosis  comes  under  the  County  administration. 

(o)  A statement  of  the  arrangements  made  and  work  per- 
formed under  the  scheme  of  maternitv  service  and 
child  welfare,  and  of  other  relevant  particulars  in  the 
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form  appended  to  this  circular.  The  form  has  been 
amended,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  re-issue  it  with 
future  circulars.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Local 
Authorities  that  have  no  scheme  of  maternity  service 
and  child  welfare  or  that  are  members  of  Combination 
Authorities  for  maternity  service  and  child  welfare  in 
terms  of  the  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act, 
1915,  need  not  furnish  the  particulars  in  the  appended 
statement  except  under  headings  1-4  inclusive.  The 
attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  specially 
directed  to  the  necessity  for  following  the  headings  of 
the  Appendix  and  supplying  the  necessary  statistics  in 
the  form  indicated. 

Details  of  the  work  under  the  child  welfare  and  maternity  scheme  will 
be  found  in  the  second  part  of  the  Report. 

(p)  A report  on  the  working  of  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907.  (This  applies  to  areas  where  a scheme  of 
maternity  service  and  child  welfare  has  not  yet  been 
carried  into  operation.) 

The  Burgh  has  a scheme  for  maternity  and  child  welfare, 

( q ) A statement  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Acts,  with  particular 
reference  to 

(1)  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Authority 

for  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  in 
terms  of  Sections  20  and  21,  and  notes  on  any 
samples  examined ; 

(2)  any  action  taken  in  connection  with  milk  consigned 

from  other  areas,  or  the  detection  of  dirty  milk 
(Section  4(3)  of  the  Act  of  1914)  ; 

(3)  any  outbreak,  not  previously  reported,  which  has 

been  spread  by  milk,  or  milk  products ; 

(4)  the  progress  of  milk  grading  in  the  district; 

(5)  any  other  action  taken  under  the  Acts. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  samples  of  milk  are  taken 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  will  furnish  in  his  report  the 
results  of  the  bacteriological  examinations.  No  action  was  neces- 
sary in  connection  with  milk,  and  no  out  break  was  traced  to  milk 
or  milk  products.  There  is  no  milk  grading  in  the  district. 

(r)  An  account  of  the  work  done  under  Section  43  of  the 
I’ublic  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  for  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  articles  of  food,  and  a statement  of 
work  done  or  of  arrangements  that  ought  yet  to  be 
made  under  the  i’ublic  Health  (Meat)  Regulations 
(Scotland),  1924,  observations  on  slaughterhouses, 
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oversea  meat,  unsound  food,  food  inspection,  and  par- 
ticulars of  the  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where 
foods  are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed 
for  sale. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Slaughter-House  is  a qualified  Meat 
Inspector.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the  shops. 

(s)  A report  on  the  work  done  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Public- 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  regulations,  with 
observations  on  any  special  questions  which  have 
received  or  require  attention. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  sampling  officer  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — As  required  by  the  Board’s 
circular,  dated  16th  July,  1921  (N.M.  ’&  C.  III.,  1921), 
I have  to  say  that  no  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  has 
resulted  in  appreciable  loss  of  vision. 

A tabular  statement  of  the  administration  of  the  Factory 
Acts,  in  workshops  and  work  places,  is  appended. 

M.  W.  SYMINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the 

Hedical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1927 

for  the  BURGH  OF  JOHNSTONE 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES 


1.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises 

1 

Number  of 

Inspections 

2 

Written  Notices 
3 

Prosecutions 

4 

Factories  

Including  Factory  Laundries 

22 

0 

0 

Workshops 

Including  Workshop  Laundries 

46 

1 

0 

Workplaces  

Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises 

8 

0 

0 

Total  

76 

1 

0 

2.— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosec- 

utions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Huieances  ander  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

1 

1 

... 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

... 

Other  nuisances 

... 

0 4 insufficient  ... 

am  ary  ac-  Lunaujtaye  0r  defective 
commodation  JnQt  geparate  for  Bexe8 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  A cts:— 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Other  offences  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned 

in  the  Schedule  to  the  Scottish  Board  of 

Health  (Tactoriss  and  Workshops  Trans- 
fer of  Powers)  Order,  1921. 

Total  

1 

1 

•• 

•• 

•Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


M.  W.  SYMINOTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Johnstone,  March,  1928 


To  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
of  the  Burgh  of  Johnstone. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Section  23  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland) 
Act,  1915,  I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Adminis- 
tration of  that  Act  for  the  year  1927. 


1  The  list  of  Midwives  who  have  given  notice  of  their 
intention  to  practice  in  this  Area  has  already  been 
sent  to  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland. 


2  Births  in  Area  or  District 

Total  number  of  births  notified  during  1927  ..  295 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  new  born  children  (within 
ten  days)  during  1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Actual  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives 
during  1927  ' 214 

Actual  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  (within 
ten  days)  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives  during 
1927  ...  ...  9 

Actual  number  of  cases  not  attended  by  a doctor  or 
midwife  during  1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


3  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1 927  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of 
midwives  during  1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  where  confinement 
not  attended  by  a doctor  or  midwife  during  1927  ...  Nil. 
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4 Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1927  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  ot  deaths  during  1927...  ...  ...  1 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of 
midwives  during:  1927...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Actual  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of 
midwives  during  1927  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  where  confinement 
not  attended  by  a doctor  or  midwife  during  1927  ...  Nil. 

5 Cases  of  Still  birth  (Dead  born) 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1927  ...  ...  ...  20 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of 
midwives  during  1927...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


6  Cases  of  Emergency 

The  total  number  of  Cases  of  Emergency  in  which 
Medical  Practitioners  have  been  called  in  under  Sec- 
tion 22  of  the  Act  during  1927,  distinguishing  the 
different  classes  of  emergency. 


Delat'ed  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Exhaustion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Breech  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  3 

Impacted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Uterine  Inertia...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Transverse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Laceration  of  Perineum  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Adherent  Placenta 

Condition  of  Infant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


O 1 

O I 

7  General  Report  on  the  Working 
of  the  Act 

No  complaints  have  been  necessary  during  the  past  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 

M.  W.  SYMINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SCHEME. 


BURGH  OF  JOHNSTONE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1927. 

The  following  account  of  the  work  under  this  Scheme 
has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  Appendix  to  the 
Board’s  circular,  dated  20th  December,  1927,  regarding  the 
Annual  Reports  by  Sanitary  Officers 

1.  Infantile  Mortality. 

A.  Number  of  deaths  (including  1 extra-burghal) , 22. 

B.  Rate  per  1000  births,  77-19. 

C.  Number  of  deaths  and  rates  per  1000  births  classified 

according  to  Age  Groups  and  Causes  of  Deaths: — 


AGE  GROUPS. 


Age. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Under  1 week  ... 

...  10 

35-08 

1 week — 4 weeks 

2 

7-01 

4 weeks — 3 months 

3 

10-52 

3 months — 6 months  ... 

3 

10-52 

6 months — 12  months  ...  4 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

14-03 

Disease. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3-50 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous) 

1 

3-50 

Convulsions 

1 

3-50 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

7-01 

Bronchitis 

2 

7-01 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

4 

14-03 

Premature  Birth 

7 

24-56 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  3 

10-52 

All  other  causes 

1 

3-50 

Births. 

A.  Number  of  births  registered 

• • • . . . 

• • • 

285 

(i.)  Legitimate,  208;  (ii. 

) Illegitimate, 

4. 

B.  Number  of  births  notified 

• • • 

295 
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C.  Number  classified  according  to  attendance  at 

birth : — 

Unqualified 

Doctors.  Midwives.  Institutions.  Persons. 

73  214  8 Nil 

D.  Number  of  Still-births  (11  males,  9 females)  ...  20 

3.  Maternal  Mortality. 

A.  Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  Miscarriage 

or  Child-birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

B.  Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  Puerperal 

Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4.  Report  under  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915. 

This  will  be  found  in  the  foregoing  part  of  the  Report. 
There  are  eleven  midwives  on  the  local  register,  and  these 
are  inspected,  as  a matter  of  routine,  every  second  month. 

5.  Home  Visitation. 


Class. 

Number  Visited. 

Total  Vi 

A.  Infants 

...  439 

2,092 

B.  Children  (1 — 5 years) 

...  402 

1,013 

C.  Expectant  Mothers 

71 

82 

Total 

...  912 

3,187 

6.  Voluntary  Health  Visitors’  Report. 

The  Voluntary  Visitors’  Association  have  ceased  to 
function  as  a body,  but  a few  members  continue  to  give 
assistance  at  the  Clinic  with  the  weighing  of  the  babies. 

7.  Ante-Natal  Consultations. 

One  session  per  week,  of  one  hour’s  duration;  total, 
49  sessions. 

A.  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending,  46. 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances,  124. 


C.  Classified  summary  of  conditions  found:  — 

Anaemia  

4 

Sickness 

3 

Asthma 

1 

Rachitic  Pelvis 

1 

Constipation 

6 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

Under-nourished 

« • • 

8 

Dysur  ia 

3 

Varicose  Veins 

3 

Hernia  

1 

Normal 

14 

20 


1).  Number  of  cases  (i.)  referred  to  ante-natal  wards  2 

,,  ,,  (ii.)  referred  to  family  doctor  ...  3 

,,  ,,  (iii.)  treated  at  Clinic  ...  ...  41 

8.  Post-Natal  and  Other  Consultations. 

Number  of  attendances,  334. 


9.  Child  Welfare  Consultations. 


One  session  per  week  of  one  hour’s  duration;  total, 
49  sessions. 


Number  of  Children  attending: 


(i.)  Under  one  year 

of  age  ... 

151 

(ii.)  Over  one 

year 

of  age 

94 

B.  Total  number  of 

attendances : — 

(i.)  Under  one  yeai 

of  age  ... 

611 

(ii.)  Over  one 

year 

of  age  ...  

192 

C.  Summary  of  Illnesses 

recorded : — 

Adenitis  

5 

Otitis  

5 

Abrasion  of  Scalp 

1 

Eickets  

4 

Atrophv  Debility,  and 

Bespiratory  Diseases 

44 

Marasmus  

30 

Skin  Affections 

13 

Chickenpox  ... 

5 

Surgical  Conditions,  viz.  : — 

Constipation 

6 

Hernia,  Abscess,  Phim- 

Conjunctivitis   

8 

osis,  Tongue-tie 

16 

Dental  Caries 

3 

Tonsilitis  

3 

Digestive  Disorders  (includ- 

Tuberculosis (Osseous) 

1 

ing  Teething) 

34 

Vermes  

5 

Injury  to  Eye  

1 

Normal  — viz.,  Weighing 

Jaundice 

3 

Cases  

57 

Hiccough  

1 

10.  Special  Treatment  Centres. 

(1)  Teetii. — No  dental  treatment  is  given. 

(2)  Eyes. — Clinic  cases  are  referred  to  the  Victoria  Eve 
Infirmary,  Paisley. 

(3)  Other  Ailments. — Cases  are  referred  to  the  various 
institutions  in  the  vicinity. 

(4)  Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic. — No  treatment  is  given 
at  present,  but  the  matter  is  under  consideration  by  the 
Local  Authority. 


11.  Day  Nurseries,  Kindergartens,  and  Play  Centres. 

There  are  none  in  the  Burgh. 
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12.  Food  and  Milk. 

A.  Number  of  persons  in  respect  of  whom  applications 

were  made  for  food  or  milk: — (i.)  90  mothers; 
(ii.)  56  children. 

B.  Number  of  cases  certified  on  medical  grounds  as 

requiring  food  or  milk: — (i.)  72  mothers;  (ii.) 
47  children. 

C.  Number  of  cases  under  “ B.”  certified  as  neces- 

sitous:— (i.)  72  mothers;  (ii.)  47  children. 


13.  Measles  (Partial  Notification  only). 

A.  Number  of  cases  notified  ...  19 

B.  Number  of  deaths  (i.)  from  Measles  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  (ii.)  from  Sequela?  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits  ...  ...  26 


E.  Details  of  special  staff,  if  any,  engaged  for 
epidemics.  There  is  no  special  staff. 

14.  Whooping  Cough  (Partial  Notification  only). 


A.  Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  5 

B.  Number  of  deaths  (i.)  from  Whooping  Cough  1 

,,  ,,  (ii.)  from  Sequel*  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits  ...  ...  4 


E.  Details  of  special  staff,  if  any,  engaged  for 
epidemics.  There  is  no  special  staff. 


15.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

16.  Maternity  Hospitals  or  Homes. 

There  are  none  in  the  Burgh. 

17.  Homes  for  Unmarried  Mothers  before  and  after 

Confinement. 

There  are  no  Homes  of  this  kind  in  the  Burgh. 
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18.  Hospitals  for  Sick  Children. 

Cases  are  referred  to  Glasgow,  as  there  is  no  hospital 
in  the  Burgh. 

19.  Convalescent  Homes. 

There  are  no  Convalescent  Homes  in  this  area. 

20.  Boarding-out. 

There  is  no  “ boarding-out  ” under  the  Local  Authority. 

21.  Home  Helps. 

Nothing  has  been  done  in  regard  to  Home  Helps. 

22.  Educational. 

No  lectures  or  classes  were  held  during  the  year. 

23.  Note  of  Agencies,  etc. 

There  are  no  other  agencies. 

25.  Other  Provisions. 

Treatment  of  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis. — These  cases 
are  treated  in  the  Combination  Hospital. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  GRANT. 


Control  and  Treatment  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 


The  Secretary, 

Scottish  Board  of  Health. 


For  the  year  ending  15th  May,  1927,  the  cases  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  occurring  in  children  under 
five  years  were  as  follow: — 

♦ 

Measles. 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  ...  Nil 
Total  number  of  days  in  hospital  ...  ...  Nil 

Average  number  of  days  in  hospital  ...  Nil 

Number  of  cases  still  in  hospital  at  15th  May  Nil 
Number  of  deaths  in  hospital  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  at  home  ....  Nil 

Whooping  Cough. 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  ...  Nil 

Total  number  of  days  in  hospital  ...  ...  Nil 

Average  number  of  days  in  hospital  ...  Nil 

Number  of  cases  still  in  hospital  at  15th  May  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  hospital  ...  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  at  home  ...  1 

(This  case  had  not  had  hospital  treatment.) 


I.  RETURN  of  CASES  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified,  &c.,  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1927 


DISEASE. 

Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

At  all 
ages. 

At  Age — Years. 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

Cases 
not  re- 
moved tc 
Hospital 

Under  * 

i 

Year  unfr 
1 ^ 

5 

and 

under 

IS 

i5 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 
under 
1 45 

45 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up- 

wards 

A- — Diseases  specified  in  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever... 

Typhus  Fever 
Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas  ... 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 
a Cholera 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

ContinuedFever  ... 

B — Diseases  notifiable  in  terms  o 

i 

21 

3 

12 

3 

f Regu 

lations 

5 

made  u 

9 

2 

2 

ider  Se 

1 

7 

1 

ction  78 

3 

3 

of  the 

6 

Public 

1 

Health 

1 

17 

2 

6 

3 

(Scotland 

4 

1 

6 

Act,  189 

7. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

Chickenpox 

Infective  Jaundice 

Malaria 

Dysentery  ... 

Trench  Fever 
Infantile  Paralysis  ... 
Polio-Encephalitis  ... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
3 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

3 Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Total  of  A and  B ... 

45 

1 

8 

11 

17 

10 

5 

o 

15 

' 1 

2 

24 

1 

2 

"i 

1 

i 

9 

5 

2 

3 

5 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 
11 

3 

45 

i 

5 

7 

6 
7 

Cases 
notified  in 
a previous 
year  and 
removed  to 
hospital  for 
the  first 
Siiue  during 
1927 

1 

0 

132 

7 

23 

44 

25 

17 

12 

4 

50 

82 

0 Diseases  to  which  the  Provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  have  been  extended  bv  the  Local  A nr 

loritv. 

1 Measles  ...  ...  „„ 

jj  Whooping  Cough 

19 

5 

2 

1 

17 

4 

... 

19 

5 

D Notified  under  Local  Provisions,  not  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  18S9 

... 

... 

... 

... 

State  Name  of  Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  which  Cases  were  treated— Johnstone  Sanatorium,  Bridge  of  Weir  Sanatorium 

Darnley  Sanatorium  and  Craw  Road,  Paisley. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers) 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FURNISHED  RY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL,  for  the  Year  i 027 
County  ok  Renfrew  Burch  of  Johnstone  POPULATION— Estimated  to  middle  of  1027  ...  12,044 


